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we had upon public affairs.   The matter is curious
and interesting, and need no longer be deferred.

The Court being changed by the death of Mon-
seigneur, I soon began indeed to think of changing my
conduct with regard to the new Dauphin.   M, de
Beauvilliers spoke to me about this matter first, but
he judged, and I shared his opinion, that slandered
as I had been on previous occasions, and remaining
still, as it were, half in disgrace, I must approach the
Dauphin only by slow degrees, and not endeavour to
shelter myself under him until his authority with the
King had become strong enough to afford me a safe
asylum.   I believed, nevertheless, that it would be
well to sound him immediately; and one evening, when
he was but thinly accompanied, I joined him in the
gardens at Marly, and profited by his gracious wel-
come to say to him, on the sly, that many reasons, of
which he was not ignorant, had necessarily kept me
until then removed from him, but that now I hoped
to be able to follow with less constraint my attachment
and my inclination, and that I flattered myself this
would be agreeable to him.   He replied in a low tone,
that there were sometimes reasons which fettered
people, but in our case such no longer existed; that
he knew of my regard for him, and reckoned with
pleasure that we should soon see each other more
frequently than before.    I am writing the exact words
of his reply, on account of the singular politeness of
the concluding ones.   I regarded that reply as the suc-
cessful result of a bait that had been taken as I wished.
Little by little I became more assiduous at his prom-
enades, but without following them when the crowd